
MOTIVOS 
 

SPES ASOCIACIÓN POR LA NOVIOLENCIA 
 

DOROTHY DAY was born in a worker and not very 

religious family. She was a writer and a journalist. 

She progressively discovered the religious 

experience, after many years of doubts.  

It was a conversion towards the poor; she talked 

about the spirituality incarnated in their same 

body. She shared her life with the weakest, and 

her commitment with the active nonviolence, 

always faithful to the Church and against 

capitalism. 

Dorothy Day started her fight with Peter Maurin (French immigrant who was living in USA). 

They set up a newspaper of social and catholic base: The Catholic Worker, with the intention of 

collaborates in the peaceful change of the society by raising awareness.  

The creation of this newspaper was essential to the expansion of their nonviolent ideas and 

their fight against war and violence.  

She was several times in prison because of civil disobedience (she demonstrated against war, 

for women’s rights, refused to pay taxes designated to military spending…), but she always 

affirmed “I´m not afraid to go to jail whenever it is necessary, in coherence and fidelity to my 

nonviolent thoughts”   

Also, many canteens and residences were 

founded with the name of Catholic Worker, as 

an answer to The Crash of 1929. There, many 

of the affected could eat and sleep. It was a 

double project of welcome and community 

dignifying this way the life of the people. It 

went beyond hospitality or charity, it had (and 

still does, there are 220 Catholic Worker 

nowadays) the intention of lead to a social 

conversion.  

This project is a system of sustainable development which helps to find an alternative lifestyle 

to capitalism and violent society. It´s a search for public good (equality) in all the areas 

(politics, economics, cultural…) to create a real community of people (not depending on their 

nationality, gender…)  

This responsibility of the public good needs radical simplicity against the capitalist logic. 

Dorothy Day suggests an alternative volunteer life of poverty with the aim of incarnate the 

poor. 

 


