
MOTIVOS 

 

SPES ASOCIACION POR LA NOVIOLENCIA 
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING is known as the leader of the civil rights movement in the 

United States. 

He studied theology and became pastor. Being supported by his Christian faith, he 

demanded the rights God had given to all human being equally.  He developed his 

fight as an exercise of denouncement moved and guided by the Christian 

compassion, ‘the love extremism’ that, according to him, Jesus have practiced as 

well. He asked for the maladjustment of the Church and the believers to unfair 

situations, like the racism that was living his country at the moment.  

 

He was a great 

preacher of justice all 

his life; since he was 

young he was aware 

of the racial 

segregation in USA 

and started a national 

campaign for civil 

rights through a 

nonviolent revolution.  

 

King made his own summary between the philosophy and psychology he studied in 

Boston and the nonviolent principles of Gandhi.     His dreams were the 

construction of the community of love among all human beings. He never looked for 

the defeat of white people but their conversion. As for the rebellion, he stood up for 

the nonviolent direct action; in order to create tension, this tension would help to get 

out of prejudices and racism, and negotiate and achieve being a brotherhood. One 

of his strongest points was that he defeated fear in favor of the community.  

He had to deal with big politicians, paternalistic and moderate church, well-off black 

people and with moderate white people, who agreed with the ideas but they 

preferred being along the order than to justice.  

Finally, it is important to point out that he was a great strategist along the whole 

campaign, with the politician he had to deal with and with the media, deciding in the 

fight for civil rights. 

He was awarded with the Nobel Prize in    1964. In 1968 he was murdered in 

Menphis. Martin Luther King die, but his ideas and struggle remain and continue 

changing the life of millions of people, and with it, the world. 

 

‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.’ 

 


